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Appreciation and Critique of the Research Design of the Paper
I. Strengths and Weaknesses
The Ideas that the researcher present are based on two theories; collective efficacy theory and the general strain theory. Each of them provides a logical basis for studying and explaining violence and substance abuse among the youths and adults in the local communities. The research pointed out those poor collective responsibilities of neighborhoods to their youths and to each other has been proved by past studies to increase violence and substance abuse. However, in the findings, it is evident that the theory was disapproved; findings indicated that societies with a better collective efficacy were more predisposed to the behaviors of violence and substance abuse especially when the older adults who are to be emulated exhibit these behaviors. 
While the hypotheses were well formulated to form the basis for the study, the results complicate and deviate the initial objective of the study leaving a layreader confused of exactly how collective efficacy protects adolescents from substance abuse and exposure to violence. On one side, collective efficacy is a moderating factor while on another side it is a predisposing factor to the social menaces, especially in affluent communities. Nevertheless, the researcher indicates that the deviation or the failure to confirm the hypotheses was a confirmation that the theories would affect a particular neighborhood differently as other factors come into play. The conclusion sets the ground for further studies on the influence of collective efficacy because it was evident in the results that it could have a negative or a positive influence. Regardless, the researcher demonstrated that exposure to violence impacts negatively on the youth and that effort to reduce incidences of violence and substance abuse among the youth should involve curtailing victimization.
II. Research Design of the Study
The study employs cohort-longitudinal design  as it derived the samples for analysis from  seven ages cohorts I.e. newborns, 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, and 18. Focus was on these cohorts to generate results of exposure to violence. It is the group mostly predisposed to violence and substance abuse and thus it was essential to understand their level or mode of reaction when they are victimized. The study was conducted after every two and a half years from 1994 to 2002 in which repeated observations were recorded justifying its longitudinal dimension. The design is also justified by that no new sample member entered the study after 1994, in fact, some were removed from the analysis due to list wise deletion so that the analysis sample for substance use outcome were 1661 and the one for violence outcomes was 1718. The study used both primary and secondary data to generate and test its hypotheses. The primary data was through the survey done from 1994 to 2002 to develop the data of violence and drugs abuse among the cohorts chosen while the secondary data was the 1990 census data to determine the ratio of race and gender to be used in the study. It also used literature from past studies to form the basis of the study and formulate the hypotheses.
III. Sampling Technique and Samples in the Study
The study employed stratified sampling to collect data that will suit the study while ensuring each of the variables were able to be in a single and multiple dimension. 343 geographical neighborhood clusters of Chicago were chosen and then stratified into seven categories of racial diversity and three levels of social economic status. The strata were further divided into age cohorts of newborns, 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, and 18 years. Households for inclusion into the study were based on these cohorts. The study used  a three-stage sampling design where city blocks were sampled within each of the clusters, family units were sampled within the blocks, and one adult was sampled within each of the sampled family unit. The analysis was restricted to three cohorts only; 8, 12, and 15 as they were more prone to the risk factors of victimization.
If I was to be the researcher in the study and have $10,000 more at my disposure for sampling, I would use more of the 343 neighborhood clusters of Chicago. Apparently, only 80 of the neighborhood clusters were used in the sample collection. This could have significantly influenced the results of the study while the results were meant to be a reflection of the influence of victimization on the whole of the U.S. 
IV. Trustworthiness of the Results
I believe the results of the study were trustworthy. The researcher never sought to delete data that did not fit her objectives or the hypothesis. Instead, he used them to make meaningful and accurate conclusion on authenticity of the collective efficacy as a moderator in Adolescents’ victimization.
Extension of the Study
In extension of the study by Institute of Drug Abuse (IDA), the aim was to determine the differences in the drug use among men, women, and juveniles living in poor areas with inadequate public services. IDA had found that depression and anxiety are characteristics of many drug users and is now interested if these drug users may have different drug use patterns among these three groups.
I. Research Design to Achieve the Goals
A causal design would be appropriate to achieve the goals set by IDA. My hypothesis will be that depression and anxiety are the major predisposing factors to substance abuse. Through questionnaires I would know the influence of depression and anxiety on three groups that make them want to use drugs. While the men and women will be adults ranging from twenty to forty-five years, the juvenile group will for children between nine to eighteen years. The study will be based on only those who use drugs or have used them in the past and in poverty-stricken areas. Due to the simplicity of the study, the sample data will be analyzed using Bernoulli’s model to present the significance of each of the causative factor in drug abuse in the different age groups and genders.
II. Consideration of the Generalization Issue in the Research Design
Since it is impossible to sample and study the whole population of people using drugs, Generalization in this study is unavoidable. However, to make the samples for the study an accurate representative of the population, I would seek to use as many samples as the resources would allow and make the sample collection as randomized as possible based on the clusters chosen. Such a strategy will provide the most accurate results and be able to support or reject the set hypothesis.


References
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fagan, A. A. , Wright, E. M., & Pinchevsky, G. M. (2014). The protective effects of neighborhood collective efficacy on adolescent substance use and violence following exposure to violence. Journal of youth and adolescence , 43 (9), 1498-1512.






